July Link
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In the early days of the church, long before the term Christian was established, those who followed Christ were
known as people of The Way. Since it was considered unlawful to be part of what the Roman authorities’
consider a “cult”, a system was devised to clandestinely identify one another.
One person would draw in the sand a small arc that resembled one half of a fish. The second person, if he
recognized the symbol, would complete the second half. That sign said, in essence, “I don’t know you, but we
both know and love Christ, so I know I can trust you.”
On our first Sunday together, I told the youngsters that story and gave each of them a necklace in the shape of
a fish to assure them that, though strangers, we know each other through Christ.
I pray that we will always remember that Christ is our center, our essence, our life and that we will follow his
Way together. Long before we get to know each other, we share the love of Jesus Christ, our savior.
In the next months, I hope to meet each of you personally. I want to listen to your story and your dreams for
our church. I want to laugh with you, learn from you and pray together with you. My door is always open and I
would be thrilled to visit with you, if you would like.
I feel blessed to part of this community of faith, and look forward to our time together.
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Barbara
*********************************************

UM Army
The Torrington UMC has invited our young people to a week of UMArmy, August 8-13. UMArmy stands for
United Methodist Reach out Mission by Youth. Young people who have completed 7th grade through High
School will spend the week at camp in the Torrington Church.
The daytime will be spent serving the community by helping Senior Citizens and others who are unable in
projects from yard work, painting and building handicapped ramps. Evenings are set aside for fellowship and
fun. Because of Covid restrictions, we are staying nearer home and will meet each morning at the church.
This is a wonderful time of fellowship, service and worship for our young people. If you are interested, please
contact Pastor Barbara.
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OLD GLORY
“I am the flag of the United States of America. My name is Old Glory. I fly atop the
world’s tallest buildings. I stand watch in America’s halls of justice. I stand guard
majestically over great institutions of learning.
I stand guard with the greatest military power in the world. Look up and see me. I stand
for peace, honor, truth and justice. I stand for freedom. I am confident; I am arrogant; I
am proud. When I am flown with my fellow banners, my head is a little higher, my colors
a little truer. I bow to no one. I am recognized all over the world.
I am worshipped. I am loved and I am feared. I have fought in every battle of every war
for more than 200 years: Gettysburg, Shilo, Appomattox, San Juan Hill, the trenches of
France, the Argonne Forest, Anzio, Rome, the beaches of Normandy, Guam, Okinawa,
Japan, Korea, Vietnam, in the Persian Gulf and a score of places long forgotten, by all but
those who were there with me. I was there.
I led my Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines. I followed them and watched over them.
They loved me. I was on a small hill in Iwo Jima. I was dirty, battle-worn and tired, but
my Marines and Sailors cheered me. And I was proud. I have been soiled, burned, torn
and trampled on the streets of countries that I have helped set free. It does not hurt, for
I have been soiled, burned, torn and trampled on the streets of my own country. And
when it is by those I have served in battle with, it hurts. But I shall overcome, for I am
strong. I have slipped the bonds of earth and from my vantagepoint on the moon, I
stand watch over the uncharted new frontiers of space.
I have been silent witness to all of America’s finest hours. But my finest hour comes
when I am torn in strips to be used as bandages for my wounded comrades on the field
of battle - when I fly at half-mast to honor my Soldiers, my Airman, my Sailors, my
Marines, and - when I lie in the trembling arms of a grieving mother, at the graveside of
her fallen son or daughter.
I am proud. My name is “Old Glory.” Long may I wave, dear God, long may I wave.”
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Gospels for July
July
July
July
July

4:Mark 6:1-13
11: Mark 6:14-29
18: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
25:John 6:1-21

July Schedule
**We are holding back on the schedules until we
know more about when and how services will resume in
person. However, if you'd like to do something please reach
out to Pastor Barbara at barb_drew@hotmail.com
Nursery Care

Cleaners

Greeters

Lectors

Ushers

July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

Coffee Hour

July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

Children’s Message
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

Lector Readings
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

**Because of the COVID-19 virus all meetings and Church Schedules
are tentative. Please call or email me to confirm.
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July
SUN.

4
10:00AM
Worship
Servicewith Holy
Communion

MON.

5

TUES.

6

WED.

7

7:00PM
Trustees
Meeting

THUS.

FRI.

SAT.

1

2

3

8

9

10

16

17

23

24

30

31

6:45PM AA

8:00PM AA
11
10:00AM
Worship Service

18
10:00AMWorship
Service

12

13

14

7:00PM
Admin./Finance
Meeting

19

8:00PM AA
20

6:45PM AA

21

26

27

8:00PM AA

22
2:00 – 4:00PM
Food Bank

8:00PM AA
6:00 – 8:00PM
Food Bank

25
10:00AMWorship
Service

15

28

6:45PM AA
29

6:45PM AA
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Church Humor:

An elderly man lay dying in his bed, suddenly death's agony was pushed aside as he smelled the aroma
of his favorite homemade chocolate chip cookies wafting up the stairs.
Gathering his remaining strength, he lifted himself up from the bed. Leaning against the wall, he
slowly made his way out of the bedroom, and with intense concentration, supported himself down the
stairs, gripping the railing with both hands. In labored breath, he leaned against the door frame,
gazing wide-eyed into the kitchen.
There, spread out on the kitchen table were literally HUNDREDS of his favorite chocolate chip
cookies!
Was it heaven? Or, was it one final act of heroic love from his devoted wife, seeing to it that he left this
world a happy man?
Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself toward the table, landing on his knees in a rumpled
posture, one hand on the edge of the table. The aged and withered hand quiveringly made its way to a
cookie near the edge of the table; feeling the warm soft dough actually made the pain of his bones
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subside for a moment. His parched lips parted; the wondrous taste of the cookie was already in his
mouth; seemingly bringing him back to life.
What, then, was this sudden stinging that caused his hand to recoil?
He looked to see his wife, still holding the spatula she had just used to smack his hand.
"Stay out of those!" she said, "they're for the funeral."

************
A drunk stumbles along a baptismal service on Sunday afternoon down by the river. He proceeds to
walk down into the water and stand next to the Preacher.
The minister turns and notices the old drunk and says, "Mister, Are you ready to find Jesus?"
The drunk looks back and says, "Yess, Preacher..I sure am."
The minister then dunks the fellow under the water and pulls him right back up. "Have you found
Jesus?" the preacher asked.
"Nooo, I didn't!" said the drunk.
The preacher then dunks him under for quite a bit longer, brings him up and says, "Now, brother, have
you found Jesus?"
"Noooo, I did not Reverend."
The preacher in disgust holds the man under for at least 30 seconds this time, brings him out of the
water and says in a harsh tone, "My Good man, have you found Jesus yet?"
The ole drunk wipes his eyes and says to the preacher... "Are you sure this is where he fell in?"

JulyAnnouncements
Note: The Community Food Bank will only be open for 1 week in July and August. July dates are
7/19 & 7/22. August dates are 8/16 & 8/19. The Food Bank will resume regular schedule
starting September 13th.

Church office hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Friday from 9:00AM to Noon. If there is a Monday
holiday, office hours for that week will be Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:00AM to Noon.
Pastor Barbara will be in the office Monday and Tuesday from 9:00AM to Noon, or by appointment.
Church contact info:
Visit us online at: pleasantvalleyumc.com
Church Office: 860-379-2157
Church Kitchen and Food Bank: 860-379-0346
Church email address: pvumc181@gmail.com
Pastor Barbara’s email: barb_drew@hotmail.com
Pastor Barbara’s phone number: 203-623-3754
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