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February Link 

 
Psalm 51: "The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and 

contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” 
 

 

It seems that the Christmas season was only a moment ago and yet here we are preparing for Ash 

Wednesday! Time is compressed more and more every year. So perhaps we groan to think the 

season of Lent is upon us. And, sadly, because we are just not ready, we set the time of Lent 

aside. Please do not let this season of Love pass you by. 

This year, befittingly, Ash Wednesday is on Valentines Day. This day is symbolized by Love 

and pretty red hearts: some hearts are filled with candy, some hearts are drawn by youngsters 

and colored in, some are decorating cards. 

 

We use hearts to symbolize all the emotions and love and angst that we carry within us: we refer 

to our hearts as the place where our emotions are located. Indeed, the Day of Hearts is a perfect 

symbol for the beginning of Lent. We offer our open and contrite hearts to the healing of God. 

 

 In Psalm 51 the author, David, speaks of his failure when he speaks of a broken and contrite 

heart.  David recognizes his errors and his sins and is asking for God’s redemption.  He knows 

that change will take place in a person’s heart only through the love, forgiveness, and power of 

God. 

 

Do you need a new heart? Is your heart filled with anger, sadness, despair, resentment, fear, 

addiction, or a bundle of other negative emotions? Has emptiness of sin overshadowed the joy of 

faith? 

 

Do you have a deep desire for peace within. Is your heart heavy? Perhaps this is the time to pray 

with David, “Oh, Lord, give me a new heart. And renew a steadfast spirit within me”. 

 

Renew your relationship with God on this Ash Wednesday. Open your heart to the Love 

bestowed on you through Jesus Christ. 

  

In His Love, 

 

Pastor Barbara 
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Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a 40-day season marked by repentance, 
fasting, reflection, prayer and ultimately celebration. The 40-day period represents Christ’s time of 
temptation in the wilderness, where he fasted and where Satan tempted him. Lent asks believers to 
set aside a time each year marking an intentional season of focus on Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice, 
and resurrection.  

 

This year Ash Wednesday is on February 14th.  Please plan to set aside the time to receive ashes as 
we begin the journey to the cross.  Through the preparation of Lent we will truly experience the joy of 
Easter.   

 

To accommodate all of our congregation we will have a time of distribution of ashes at noon as well as 
an evening service at 7:00 PM.   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank you! 
Through your financial partnership with Global Ministries and UMCOR, you are… 
 helping restore communities devastated by war and natural disasters; 
 providing shelter to the displaced;  
 offering medical care, prevention and healing through a network of hospitals and clinics; 

and 
 sharing the gospel in over 60 countries. 

  
Yours are the eyes through which Christ looks with compassion on the world. 
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Gospels for February 

 

February 4: Mark 1:29-39 

February 11: Mark 9:2-9 
February 18: Mark 1:9-15 

February 25: Mark 8:31-38 
 
 

 
 

 

February Schedule 
 

 

 

February 4 

February 11 
February 18 

 February 25 

 

 

Cleaners 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers Needed 

Nursery Care 

 
 

Ushers 
 

Darlene Slater & Jan Perry 

Dawn Renrew& Shelley Bailey 

Steve & Barb Bailey 

Steven Shaw & Judy McKay 

 

 

 
 
 

February 4 

February 11 
February 18 

 February 25 

 

Greeters 

 

John Lundy & Jay LaGrange 

John Lundy & Jay LaGrange 

John Lundy & Jay LaGrange 

John Lundy & Jay LaGrange 

Lectors 

 

Janet LaGrange 

Tom Lucas 

Kathy Loomis 

John Lundy 

 

 

 

Coffee Hour 
 

Kathy Loomis & Sandy T. 

Dn Hurley & Judy McKay 

Darlene Slater & Janet LaGrange 

Barbara Bailey & Lorna Delaney 

 

 
 

February 4 

February 11 
February 18 

 February 25 

 
 

Counters 
 

Barbara Sherwin & Steve Bailey 

Barbara Bailey & John Lundy 

Steve Bailey & Wayne Roberts 

John Lundy & Barbara Sherwin 

 

 

Children’s Message 
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FEBRUARY 

 
 

SUN. MON. TUES. WED. THUS. FRI. SAT. 
    

 

1 

 
 

2:00 – 4:00PM 

Food Bank 

 

6:45PM AA 

 

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

4 

10:00AM 

Worship Service with 

Holy Communion 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

6 

10:00AM 

Bible Study 

New Testament 

 

 

8:00PM AA 

7 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

6:45PM AA 

9 

 

 

 

10 

 

11 

10:00AM 

Worship Service 

 

11:15AM  

Trustees Meeting 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 – 8:00PM 

Food Bank 

 

13 

10:00AM 

Bible Study 

New Testament 

 

7:00PM 

Admin./Finance 

Meeting 

 

8:00PM AA 

 

14 

 

 
 

 
 

15 

 

 

2:00 – 4:00PM 

Food Bank 

 

 

 

6:45PM AA 

 

16 17 

 

 

18 

10:00AM 

Worship Service 

 

11:30AM 

Mary & Martha’s 

Meeting 

 

19 

 

 
 

20 

10:00AM 

Bible Study 

New Testament 

 

 

8:00PM AA 

21 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

6:45PM AA 

23 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

25 

10:00AM 

Worship Service 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

6:00 – 8:00PM 

Food Bank 

 

27 

10:00AM 

Bible Study 

New Testament 

 

 

8:00PM AA 

 

 

28 

 

29 

 

2:00 – 4:00PM 

Food Bank 

 

6:45PM AA 
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February Announcements 

Storm Warnings 

As we approach winter, please remember to watch WFSB, channel 3 for any cancellations of 

meetings or worship due to winter weather. 

 

If you know of someone who is not getting the Link but would like to, please contact Re with 

their information and email address so they can be added to the list.  If they don’t have access to 

emails, just give us their mailing address and we will mail it out to them.  We will also leave a 

few copies on the Bessie table. 

If you, or someone you know, is in the hospital in need of a visit, please call either 
Pastor Barbara or the Church office to schedule a visit.  Because of privacy laws, 
hospitals can no longer give out this information. 

******** 
Church office hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Friday from 9:00AM to Noon. If there is a Monday 
holiday, office hours for that week will be Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:00AM to Noon.  
 
Pastor Barbara will be in the office Monday and Tuesday from 9:30AM to 1:00PM, or by appointment. 
 
Church contact info: 

Visit us online at: pleasantvalleyumc.com 
Church Office: 860-379-2157 
Church Kitchen and Food Bank: 860-379-0346 
Church email address: pvumc181@gmail.com 
Pastor Barbara’s email: barb_drew@hotmail.com 
Pastor Barbara’s phone number: 203-623-3754 
 

mailto:pvumc181@gmail.com

